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of his convictions; and necessary, because
those who are not yet capable of controlling
their feelings and thoughts must have a plain
rule dealing with overt acts,

But this being premised as necessary, it
becomes clear that it is not sufficient, and that
our previous judgment is required to supple-
ment it. For it is not possible so to sever the
belief from the action it suggests as to con-
demn the one without condemning the other.
No man holding a strong belief on one side of
a question, or even wishing to hold a belief on
one side, can investigate it with such fairness
and completeness as if he were really in doubt
and unbiassed ; so that the existence of a belief
not founded on fair inquiry unfits a man for
the performance of this necessary duty.

Nor is that truly a belief at all which has
not some influence upon the actions of him
who holds it He who truly believes that
which prompts him to an action has looked
upon 'the action to lust after it, he has com-
mitted it already in his heart. If a belief is
not realised immediately in open deeds, it is
stored up for the guidance of the future. It
goes to make a part of that aggregate of beliefs
which is the link between sensation and action
at every moment of all our lives, and which is
so organised and compacted together that no
part of it can be isolated from the rest, but